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tion of foreign doth in India is not so much of men's creation as of
women's and therefore, I think, to press the use of the spinning-wheel
and khaddar on men, instead of women, is to begin the solution at the
wrong end.

In my humble opinion, you should have left men alone, busy with
their various sorts of political propagandas and should have taken your
message direct to the women of the land. Let your great programme
of charkha and khaddar be confined to women for the present and let
men fight the battle of freedom with manlier weapons.

The letter was rather long. I have boiled down the argument
without changing the language. It is evident the learned professor
does not know the condition of the women of India. Or, he would
have known that, ordinarily, men do not get the privilege or the
opportunity of addressing women. It has been my good fortune,
no doubt, to be able to do so to a certain extent. But, in spite of
all the facilities given to me, I have not been able to reach them
to the extent I have reached men. He should also know that the
women cannot act without the consent of men. I can quote
several instances where men have prevented women from adopt-
ing the charkha or khaddar. Thirdly, women cannot make the
inventions and the changes that men can make. Had the move-
ment of spinning been confined only to women, it would have
been impossible to make the improvements that the charkha
has undergone during the past four years or to organize spinning
in the manner it has been. Fourthly, it is contrary to expe-
rience to say that any vocation is exclusively reserved for one sex
only. Cooking is predominantly the occupation of women. But
a soldier would be worthless who cannot cook his own food. The
whole of the cooking in camps is necessarily and naturally done
by men. Moreover, whilst women naturally cook for the
household, organized cooking on a large scale is universally done
by men throughout the world. Fighting is predominantly men's
occupation, but Arab women fought like heroines side by side
with their husbands in the early struggles of Islam. Rani of
Jhansi distinguished herself for her bravery as very few men
did during the Sepoy Revolt. And today in Europe we find
women shining as lawyers, doctors and administrators. The
clerical profession is being almost monopolized by women short-
hand writers and typists. Why is spinning not a manly occupa-
tion? Why is anything that will bring about the economic and
spiritual uplift of India (and spinning will according to the
professor) not manly enough for men? Does not the professor know
that it was a man who invented the spinning jenny? Had he not